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Protest against 'umll buvl-t as set-aside
provisions of WmLcitationr Lu uinttiely
filed under Bi4dProteat Piociduree
(4 C.FI.. 1 20 (1Y76)' mince pretest
was nor filed prior to closing d--sa
met for receipt of proposes.

_-0c Dcaber 28,. 1976, a protest vaslraceivad froa Coluabus Services
LI ZuItternational, bt1uiaon of ServisLo, agins t'the'propomad award of

contracts-hoe. OS-03C6l3830l and CS-03C6o43801, issued by tba
General Servicem Ad-ihiit'ation'for jazlturial services requirements.
Coltubus argues that competition for thu contracts was Improperly
liUited to mall businessee under the *aall businerA met-aside prccurenant
procedure.

*Therocureenat solicitations under which the contracts will be
iawared proviSed exprese notice that competition for the services war

'being limited to small bustiess concern. CoAsequently, Colubus present
protest must be vised me aheuhich contents alleged defects apparent
in the aolicitations in qusuition.

W's Bid Protest Procedures (4 C.Y,. 12 0 (1976)) provide,
however (at 4 C.I.R. I 20.2(b)(1)),that protests involving apparent
solicitationa defects shall be filed prior to the closing date set
for receipt of proposals. Stnce Coiumbus' protest was filed considerably
after the closing dates (September 13 and November 22, 1976) it is
clear that the protest is untimely filed.

Columbus' protest will not be further considered.

Paul G. Demblixg
General Counsel
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